DSA – LA Advanced: Independent Reading Literary Analysis Essay (Option 1)
Purpose:

The purpose this assignment is for the student to present an argument (thesis) in an extended piece of writing (a literary analysis essay) and use evidence from the text (their independent reading) to support that argument. 

Outcome:

Students will produce a literary analysis essay that argues a specific claim using details from their independent reading as support.

Writing Prompts:

Choose one of the following prompts to answer in a developed analytical essay.

Prompt 1: Setting. Every story has a setting, and every setting affects the characters, plot, and theme of a story. 

Show how a character(s) in your book is affected or changed by his/her setting. How does he/she act differently in his/her new or different environment? What does he/she learn about himself/herself because of the setting?

Prompt 2: Character Analysis.  Every story has a protagonist, the hero of the story.

Show how the protagonist of your story is characterized by the author. How does the author paint a picture of this character? What conflict(s) does this character face? How does he/she resolve them? 

Prompt 3: Theme. A story can have one or many themes; the author of the work also has an opinion about this/these theme(s). 

Identify a theme in your book and explain what the author’s position is on this theme. What does the author seem to be saying about this particular theme? What does he want the reader to consider about this theme?

Prompt 4: Symbol. Most stories have objects or acts/events that are symbolic in nature.

Identify one-three symbols in your story. Explain why they are symbolic. What special symbolic value do they have for a character? How does this symbol advance the plot or help a character change / learn something during the course of the book?

Audience:

The essay is to be written for an audience that may not have read your story.

Point Value:

The essay will be valued at 100 points. 
English 10: Independent Reading Expository Essay (Option 2)
Purpose:

The purpose this assignment is for the student to present an argument (thesis) in an extended piece of writing (an expository essay) and use evidence from the text (their independent reading) to support that argument. 

Outcome:

Students will produce an expository essay that argues a specific claim using details from their independent reading as support.

Writing Prompts:

Choose one of the following prompts to answer in a developed expository essay.

Prompt 1: Identify a significant line or quote from the text you chose. Explain how this particular line or quote from the text reveals the main idea or theme of the entire book itself.

Prompt 2: Identify and discuss three key points or lessons from the book that would support a recommendation of the book to another student. In other words, explain why someone else would benefit from reading or what they would learn from reading this book. 

Prompt 3: Choose another nonfiction book that you have read (besides the one you have chosen for this assignment). Compare and or contrast two significant aspects of the book. If they are two books on similar subjects, you may include how one book better informs or instructs better than the other. 

Prompt 4: Choose a significant idea from the book you have read and determine whether or not you agree with this idea. In a well-organized essay, explain why you agree or disagree with the writer’s position on the subject. 
Audience:

The essay is to be written for an audience that may not have read your book choice.

Point Value:

The essay will be valued at 100 points. 
REMINDERS FOR BOTH OPTIONS:

· Write in third person

· Use present tense
· Introduce the author by his/her full name & the title early in the introduction 

· After introducing the author by his/her full name, refer to the author by his/her last name only
· Use details from the text to support your argument/thesis (cite correctly)
· Must choose a novel that is at least 150 pages long 
· Not a summary

· See the rubric on our LA Links tab for clear expectations regarding the grading of this assignment

· 6th & 7th Grade – must choose a classic or award-winning book 
· 8th Graders must choose a book from the Recommended Reading for AP Literature & Composition List – see the link on the LA Links tab on our website

· Please use care when selecting a book to make sure it is appropriate for you (please consult your parents)
